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ATTACHMENT A – DEFINITIONS 
 
Average Monthly Effluent Limitation (AMEL):  the highest allowable average of daily discharges over a 
calendar month, calculated as the sum of all daily discharges measured during a calendar month divided by the 
number of daily discharges measured during that month. 
 
Average Weekly Effluent Limitation (AWEL):  the highest allowable average of daily discharges over a 
calendar week (Sunday through Saturday), calculated as the sum of all daily discharges measured during a 
calendar week divided by the number of daily discharges measured during that week. 
 
Daily Discharge:  the total mass of the constituent discharged over the calendar day for a constituent with 
limitations expressed in units of mass or the arithmetic mean measurement of the constituent over the day for a 
constituent with limitations expressed in other units of measurement (e.g., concentration). 
 
Instantaneous Maximum Effluent Limitation:  the highest allowable value for any single grab sample or aliquot 
(i.e., each grab sample or aliquot is independently compared to the instantaneous maximum limitation). 
 
Instantaneous Minimum Effluent Limitation:  the lowest allowable value for any single grab sample or aliquot 
(i.e., each grab sample or aliquot is independently compared to the instantaneous minimum limitation). 
 
Maximum Daily Effluent Limitation (MDEL):  the highest allowable daily discharge of a pollutant over a 
calendar day.  
 
Maximum 1-Hour Average Effluent Limitation. the highest allowable average discharge over a 1-hour period, 
calculated as the sum of all measurements within a 1-hour period divided by the number of measurements taken. 
 
Continuous discharge: The “discharge” which occurs without interruption throughout the operating hours of the 
facility, except for infrequent shutdowns for maintenance, process changes, or other similar activities. 
 


